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.= The Project

SV Aninformal online survey

EEEBE[I)PANTS within the Archdiocese

The Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton is inviting you to participate
in a survey on MAID (Medical Assistance in Dying).

Scan the QR code below to answer the survey.

ODbjective: To uncover
prevailing sentiments on
MAID




Methodology

CATHO_LIC SURVEY
30 questions, mixed types SINIAAIDE

participate in a survey on MAID (Medical Assistance in Dyin,

Announced on communication
platforms and website

SURVEY

18 years old and above PARTICIPANTS
NEEDED

The Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton is inviting you to participate
in a survey on MAID (Medical Assistance in Dying).

Target: 100 respondents

SURVEY ON
MAID

The Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton is
inviting you to participate in a survey on MAID

(Medical Assistance in Dying).

Scan the QR code below to answer the survey.




The survey was divided into 4 sections:

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

PERSPECTIVES ON MAID

CATHOLIC TEACHING ON MAID

., PERSONAL EXPERIENCE (optional)




Results

The Catholic

2  Archdiocese




Total: 708 Responses

Age

708 responses

® 1329
@ 30-44
45-59
@ G0 and above

Gender

708 responses

& Male
@ Female
Frefer not to say

Place of Residence

708 responses

@ Urban
@ Fural

The Catholic

Archdiocese
of Edmonton




Understanding of and
Perspective on MAID




THE NEWS WAS PRIMARILY THEIR FIRST SOURCE OF
AWARENESS.

Where did you first find out about MAID?

Work
School

From a doctor or other healthcare professionals

0.40%

0.60%

2.80%

From a friend 8.90%

From a church member 9.50%

From a family member 11.20%

Social media 14%

72.70%

In the news

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00% 70.00% 80.00%




The respondents’ understanding of MAID is generally aligned with
the current official criteria.

Suffering from a
debilitating
disease for which
there is no
treatment

Someone with a
disease that is
deemed terminal
and not curable

Someone
suffering from
a terminal
iliness

Current Criteria
(from federal government
website):

Must be Canadian citizens and
residents

At least 18 years old and mentally
competent

Must have a grievous and

Any person who is

: ) : " A set of :
irremediable medical condition criteria for Those who deemed to pe in full
Must make a voluntary request for - are terminally control of their mental
MAID persons with ill or suffering capabilities and wishes to
Must give informed consent termina| excessively be approved for this
illness procedure at the time they

request it.
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People believe
MAID Is for those
who are terminally
111, but also believe
that anyone can
ask for It.

Who can ask for MAID?

Their answers:

= Anyone (mentioned at least 100 times)
= Pretty much anyone
= Probably anyone. It's another thing if they are granted

help.

= Anyone can ask.

» Terminally ill persons, some mental health reasons.

= Now? Almost anyone.

= Anyone 18 years old and older.

» The individual

» Almost everyone who is struggling with mental illness or

medical illness

= Anyone with a physical or mental disability that ruins their

quality of life




Do they support MAID?

OUR SURVEY: NATIONAL SURVEYS:

@ es, | fully support it. O . .

@ Yes, but with certain restrictions 8 2 /() of Canadians su PpPO rt MAID*
Mo, | do not support it.

@ Mot sure

19% of Alberta residents want to ban MAID**

*2022 Ipsos poll, 3500 respondents
*%*2023 Research Co poll, 1000 respondents




Reasons for Opposing MAID (75%)
’ B

a

Their belief in Their belief that MAID
the dignity of people should die s ultimately murder,

God : o _
human life a natural death which is never right




Reasons for Supporting MAID

‘;;.'ff/'///rz
- Church should focus on
Empathy for the Insufficient those who want to live but

: A personal choice
suffering healthcare P do not have a decent
guality of life




Some Verbatim Responses of those who
Support MAID:

It's a way for people to end their suffering

. . For those who are suffering | prefer Maid to seeing people and take control so they can die with
MAID is an option allows a excessively, they should be free jump off a bridge or suffering dignity. | saw my mother lose her battle with
person a dlgnlfled death. to choose to have their life intolerably. | want Maid if | have cancer and she wanted to take control so
terminated. dementia and so we need also she could pass with d|gn|ty and peacefu”y_ |
7 o~ R advance request approved. fully support MAID.
N Do not prolong one’s life esp if it's terminal
Fully support, it's cruel and no other options are being done.Need Prolonging a debilitating life
to keep someone also to respect patient’s wishes esp that We treat animals better is cruel- especially if the
i i ing i i when they’r fferin o
artificially f_:lllve making he/she suffers a Iotsatlgtde being in vegetative en they’re suffering criteria are met and the
them die slowly. individual is ready to go.
\/ I understand that the Catholic Church does not support MAID; however, | feel that legislation
should allow for informed choice. If Catholics do not believe in MAID, then there is no
| respect human dignity requirement for us to choose this for ourselves; others should be free to do so if that is their
and the medical field to belief. Support should be offered for top-notch palliative or supportive care for those who
. ) choose that course of action. There are so many suffering people in the world. We If an individual does not have the quality of
determine course of action ourselves have family members in a third-world country who need significant support, and life afforded to all of us due to medical
for treatments, support and there are poor and impoverished people all around us even here in Edmonton. We as condition, then MAID is an alternative that
choice of the individuals Catholics should spend our time fighting for the lives and quality of life for those who want to allows the family to "move" on and remember

live and not waste time trying to stop people in pain and suffering from having the type of them as they were rather than what they have
death they wish to have. become!

Sz —
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Restrictions Cited

(by those who support MAID but with certain restrictions)

Several parties
should be involved Exhaust other Only when death is
— pastor, family, options first Imminent
doctor

Should not include
those with mental
Illness or addictions




Catholic Teaching on
MAID




Informal discussions are a top source of information
on Catholic Teaching on MAID.

School 4%

Informal discussions with members of the clergy 21.50%

There are not enough sources that tackle MAID within the

30.10%
Church. °

Homilies of talks 42.50%

Informal discussions with friends within the Catholic

. 47.90%
community

Church websites or homilies 48.20%

0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00%




Majority of the respondents know the Church’s

position on MAID.

Are you aware of the Catholic Church’s teaching on MAID?

@ Yes, | am aware of it.
@ Mo, | am not.
| am not sure.

4

How would you describe the Catholic Church’s position on MAID?

649 responses

@ Supportive

@ Meutral
Opposed

@ | don't know.

O
N




Do you agree with the Catholic Church's teaching on MAID?

Majority of those who are
aware of Church
Teaching support the
Church.

Those who agree with the Church’s teaching seem to give consistent
answers when asked to elaborate:

God being the author of life

Sanctity of life from womb to tomb

Killing is against the commandments.

More care is needed for those who are sick.

=Yes =No = Not Sure
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At the same time, they want the Church to be firmer, clearer, and
more vocal on their stance.

“No one opposed this vocally. And the dead received a Catholic
funeral. The priest knew MAID had been used.”

H Oweve r1 t h ey WO u I d I I ke “| feel Canadian Bishops and priests should be more outspoken on

how unjust and sinful it is.”

to see Church leaders
“Our lack of action speaks louder than our occasional tepid objection.
C I earer an d more vocC al We've reached the cold mathematics at the crossroads of history and

a Loving living God who is the reality of Love and Justice bound

ab O u t I t perfectly. There’s a price to pay for our active deliberate omission,
: our failures in duty.”

“The Catholic Church needs to take a strong, vocal stance against
MAID.I am surprised that it has not done more then it has. The
bishops letter opposing MAID is not enough.”

“The church should be solid in their commitments and many
Catholics are not aware of where the Church stands. In our day there
Is SO MUCH 'garbage’ thrown at us we sometimes get very confused
and muddled.”
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They would like to
see Church leaders
more vocal on
official Church
platforms, both
online and offline

Archdiocese, CCCB, or parish website
Parish newsletters or flyers
Directly from priests or schools

Strong opposition in the public square

Institutions that restore dignity to end-
of-life care




The 30-44 and 45-59 age

gl’OUpS Seem to be the mOSt Do you agree with the Catholic Church's teaching on MAID?
supportive of Church R S
teaching on MAID. % %

*Among those who answered “opposed” to the question on the Church’s position

They cited their trust in Church
teachings as main reason.

They are consistent in their
understanding of the dignity of life.

However, some of them do not know
where the Church stands on the
matter.




Though majority still agrees with Church teaching on MAID, there seems to be more
opposition from the oldest and youngest age groups compared to the others.

Do you agree with the Catholic Church's teaching on MAID?

All 18-29 30-44 45-59 60 and above
Yes 76% 74% 87% 84% 74%
No 13% 19% 9% 10% 13%

Not Sure 11% 7% 4% 6% 13%

‘ A
\ A\ },:" \ \\

Older generation can
empathize more with the
suffering; “God knows my

heart”

/” Young ones: “l find the
‘ f,’“ Church’s position leaves
| no room for nuance or

i compassion.”




Unaware of Catholic Teaching

55% of those unaware of Catholic teaching are
actually against MAID

How would you describe the Catholic Church'’s position on MAID?

649 responses

@ Supportive

h— 90% of those unaware of the Church’s position
on MAID say that their Faith strongly influences them

@ | don't know.

30% of the 30-59 age groups do not know about
Catholic teaching on MAID




Participants who are unaware of Catholic Teaching
on MAID would like to get their information from a
variety of Church sources.

social
need

parish ..
stance reputable d i reCt |y maid

media

WE bS Ite ﬂy%reswsletters archdiocese

vatican church's

schools

information

sources catholic p rieStS




Personal Experience




68%

of those who reported knowing
someone who was advised to
consider MAID expressed
opposition to it.

They cited the dignity of human
life as main reason for opposing
it.

However, they were not able to _
stop their !ov_ed ones from going
through with it.

A
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Those who support MAID
were happy about their
loved ones’ decision.

| - > They claim that it was
. == never forced upon them --

- . only presented as an
. option.




Conditions Mentioned:

Cancer

Mental llIness

Old Age

Parkinson’s
Neurological Condition

ALS

“Severe medical prognosis with
no other way of going back to
normal like being vegetative for
the rest of their lives”

The Cath.olic
s, Archdiocese
’ ¥ of Edmonton




Summary and Action Points




OUR CHURCH IS:

Our survey results are a stark contrast from the national surveys where majority of respondents
support MAID. Based on this, we can conclude that we are a countercultural Church.

‘ O u n te rC u Itu ral However, Catholics who oppose MAID were not able to prevent their loved ones from going

through with it.

People who are in favor of MAID are coming from a place of compassion and empathy for those who are
suffering.

[ ]
‘ O I I l p aSS I O n ate Compassion is also at the core of Catholic Social Teaching in the person of Jesus Christ who died and

resurrected to redeem human life. However, people who are in favor of MAID very much feel that the
Church cares more about following the teachings rather than empathizing with the suffering.

Majority of respondents are compelled and strongly influenced by their Catholic Faith in
- terms of how they live their lives. However, they would like to see more compelling
O I I I p e I n g messages from Church leaders on the topic of MAID.

B .
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES AND ACTION POINTS

We are a COUNTERCULTURAL
CHURCH. How do we live this out?

We are a COMPASSIONATE
CHURCH. How do we demonstrate
this in the public square?

Catholics are highly influenced by
their Catholic Faith. How do we
articulate compelling messages on
MAID?

Equip Catholics to be effective witnesses in
their families, parishes, workplaces and
communities to the true hope and dignity

offered by Our Lord Jesus Christ to those who
are suffering and dying

Highlight how the Catholic Church has been

helping people to “die with dignity” since its

founding, offering hope, mercy and love to

those who are suffering — not abandonment
and death.

Offer Jesus Christ and his message of hope:
‘I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly” (John 10:10).




Thank you.
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